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had no difficulty in putting into the head .of the King a new
war, the success of which caused such fear to all Europe that
France never recovered from it, and after having been upon
the point of succumbing to this war, for a long time felt the
weight and misfortune of it. Such was the real cause of that
famous Dutch war, to which the King allowed himself to be
pushed, and which his love for Madame de Montespan rendered
so unfortunate for his glory and for his kingdom. Everything
being conquered, everything taken, and Amsterdam ready to>
give up her keys, the King yields to his impatience, quits the
army, flies to Versailles, and destroys in an instant all the suc-
cess of his arms ! He repaired this disgrace by a second con-
quest, in person, of Franche-Comte, which this time was pre-
served by France.

In 16*76, the King having returned into Flanders, took
Cond^; whilst Monsieur took Bouchain. The armies of the
King and of the Prince of Orange approached each other so
suddenly and so closely, that they found themselves front to-
front near Heurtebise. According even to the admission of
the enemy, our forces were so superior to those of the Prince
of Orange, that we must have gained the victory if we had
attacked. But the King, after listening to the opinions of his.
generals, some for, and some against giving battle, decided for
the latter, turned tail, and the engagement was talked of no
more. The army was much discontented. Everybody wished
for battle. The fault therefore of the King made much im-
pression upon the troops, and excited cruel railleries against us
at home and in the foreign courts. The King stopped but
little longer afterwards in the army, although we were only in
the month of May. He returned to his mistress.

The following year he returned to Flanders, and took Cam-
brai; and Monsieur besieged Saint Omer. Monsieur got the
start of the Prince of Orange, who was about to assist the
place, gave him battle near Corsel, obtained a complete victory,
immediately took Saint Omer, and then joined the King. This
contrast so affected the monarch that never afterwards did he
give Monsieur command of an army! External appearances